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Depth of Poverty

Categorizing people as “in poverty” 
or “not in poverty” is one way to 
describe their economic situation. 
The income-to-poverty ratio and the 
income deficit or surplus describe 
additional aspects of economic 
well-being. While the poverty rate 
shows the proportion of people with 
income below the appropriate pov-
erty threshold, the income-to-poverty 
ratio gauges the depth of poverty and 
shows how close a family’s income is 
to its poverty threshold. The income-
to-poverty ratio is reported as a 
percentage that compares a family’s 
or an unrelated person’s income with 
their appropriate poverty threshold. 

For example, a family with an income-
to-poverty ratio of 125 percent has 
income that is 25 percent above its 
poverty threshold.

The income deficit or surplus shows 
how many dollars a family’s or an 
unrelated person’s income is below 
(or above) their poverty threshold. 
For those with an income deficit, the 
measure is an estimate of the dollar 
amount necessary to raise a family’s 
or an unrelated person’s income to 
their poverty threshold. 

Ratio of Income to Poverty 

Table 6 presents the number and 
percentage of people within specified 

income-to-poverty-ratio ranges—those 
with an income-to-poverty ratio less 
than 50 percent (“Under 0.50”), an 
income-to-poverty ratio less than 125 
percent (“Under 1.25”), an income-to-
poverty ratio less than 150 percent 
(“Under 1.50”), and an income-to-
poverty ratio less than 200 percent 
(“Under 2.00”).

In 2010, 6.7 percent of all people, 
or 20.5 million, had income below 
one-half of their poverty threshold, 
up from 6.3 percent, or 19.0 million 
people, in 2009. This group repre-
sented 44.3 percent of the poverty 
population in 2010. 

Table 6. 
People With Income Below Specified Ratios of Their Poverty Threshold by Selected 
Characteristics: 2010
(Numbers in thousands, confidence intervals [C.I.] in thousands or percentage points as appropriate. People as of March of the following year. For information on confidentiality protection, 
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/apsd/techdoc/cps/cpsmar11.pdf)

Characteristic

Total

Income-to-poverty ratio1

Under 0.50 Under 1.25 Under 1.50 Under 2.00

Num- 
ber

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

Per- 
cent

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

Num- 
ber 

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

Per- 
cent

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

Num- 
ber

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

Per- 
cent

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

Num- 
ber

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

Per- 
cent

90 
percent 
C.I.2 (±)

    All people � � � � � � � � � � 305,688 20,466 622 6�7 0�2 60,443 991 19�8 0�3 75,291 1,089 24�6 0�4 103,645 1,227 33�9 0�4

Age

Under 18 years  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74,494 7,369 313 9.9 0.4 20,741 431 27.8 0.6 24,853 461 33.4 0.6 32,467 473 43.6 0.6
18 to 24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,651 3,404 188 11.5 0.6 8,101 269 27.3 0.9 9,685 283 32.7 0.9 12,501 296 42.2 0.9
25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,584 2,993 146 7.2 0.4 8,203 229 19.7 0.5 10,220 237 24.6 0.6 14,141 274 34.0 0.7
35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,842 2,206 119 5.5 0.3 6,549 211 16.4 0.5 8,196 220 20.6 0.6 11,561 247 29.0 0.6
45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,954 2,001 121 4.6 0.3 6,147 210 14.0 0.5 7,702 234 17.5 0.5 10,813 264 24.6 0.6
55 to 59 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19,554 795 78 4.1 0.4 2,513 132 12.9 0.7 3,110 142 15.9 0.7 4,315 158 22.1 0.8
60 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,430 708 65 4.1 0.4 2,415 127 13.9 0.7 3,052 149 17.5 0.8 4,297 163 24.7 0.9
65 years and older . . . . . . . . . . . 39,179 991 91 2.5 0.2 5,774 216 14.7 0.5 8,472 261 21.6 0.7 13,549 324 34.6 0.8

Race3 and Hispanic Origin

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243,013 13,315 442 5.5 0.2 42,298 838 17.4 0.3 53,446 931 22.0 0.4 75,297 1,065 31.0 0.4
 White, not Hispanic  . . . . . . . . 197,203 8,420 355 4.3 0.2 26,490 703 13.4 0.4 34,403 796 17.4 0.4 50,304 954 25.5 0.5
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,965 5,254 295 13.5 0.8 13,237 435 34.0 1.1 15,715 411 40.3 1.1 20,005 431 51.3 1.1
Asian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,324 834 123 5.8 0.9 2,219 183 15.5 1.3 2,820 210 19.7 1.5 4,056 235 28.3 1.6
Hispanic (any race) . . . . . . . . . . 49,869 5,460 297 10.9 0.6 17,299 442 34.7 0.9 20,816 466 41.7 0.9 27,243 487 54.6 1.0

Family Status

In families  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249,855 13,749 540 5.5 0.2 43,705 874 17.5 0.4 54,587 933 21.8 0.4 76,733 1,086 30.7 0.4
 Householder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78,633 3,964 158 5.0 0.2 12,217 253 15.5 0.3 15,443 286 19.6 0.3 22,091 348 28.1 0.4
 Related children under 18 . . . 73,227 6,927 301 9.5 0.4 19,990 428 27.3 0.6 24,002 452 32.8 0.6 31,497 470 43.0 0.6
  Related children under 6  . . 25,096 2,911 163 11.6 0.6 7,858 229 31.3 0.9 9,207 231 36.7 0.9 11,796 214 47.0 0.8
In unrelated subfamilies . . . . . . . 1,650 460 87 27.9 4.2 875 116 53.0 4.6 1,031 129 62.5 4.5 1,206 136 73.1 3.9
Unrelated individuals . . . . . . . . . 54,183 6,257 246 11.5 0.4 15,863 429 29.3 0.6 19,673 471 36.3 0.6 25,705 523 47.4 0.6
 Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,745 3,086 174 11.5 0.6 7,296 266 27.3 0.8 8,908 298 33.3 0.9 11,666 318 43.6 0.9
 Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,438 3,170 145 11.6 0.5 8,568 259 31.2 0.8 10,766 282 39.2 0.8 14,039 323 51.2 0.9

1 The estimates for people with income below 100 percent of their poverty threshold (under 1.00) can be found in Table 4.
2 A 90 percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. Confidence 

intervals shown in this table are based on standard errors calculated using replicate weights instead of the generalized variance function used in the past. For more information, see “Standard Errors 
and Their Use” at <www.census.gov/hhes/www/p60_239sa.pdf>.

3 Federal surveys now give respondents the option of reporting more than one race. Therefore, two basic ways of defining a race group are possible. A group such as Asian may be defined as those 
who reported Asian and no other race (the race-alone or single-race concept) or as those who reported Asian regardless of whether they also reported another race (the race-alone-or-in-combination 
concept). This table shows data using the first approach (race alone). The use of the single-race population does not imply that it is the preferred method of presenting or analyzing data. The Census 
Bureau uses a variety of approaches. Information on people who reported more than one race, such as White and American Indian and Alaska Native or Asian and Black or African American, is 
available from Census 2010 through American FactFinder. About 2.9 percent of people reported more than one race in Census 2010. Data for American Indians and Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians 
and Other Pacific Islanders, and those reporting two or more races are not shown separately. 

Note: Details may not sum to totals because of rounding.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2011 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.


